Multifocal skeletal tuberculosis in children: a retrospective study of 18 cases.
Multifocal skeletal tuberculosis is an uncommonly reported entity, Unanimity on terminology is lacking in the literature. The article presents a series of 18 such patients encountered in our institution. All the patients were below 15 y of age. Male to female ratio was 13:5. Most of the cases presented with swellings, discharging sinuses and/or ulcers. Appendicular involvement was seen in 17 of these cases. All the cases were diagnosed histopathologically as tuberculosis. All the cases were treated with multi-drug anti-tubercular therapy with additional procedures such as incision and drainage or sinus tract curettage performed in 9 of the patients. All the lesions healed. Their clinical behaviour, result and outcome are analysed with available international literature.